FARMER   GEORGE
and the poor of the parish, about his enclosing part of
the common to make him a park; Mr. Guy presuming
upon his power, set up his poles, and took in a large
parcel of open land, called Wiggington Common; the
cottagers and farmers opposed it by their complaints a
great while; but finding he went on with his work, and
resolved to do it, they rose upon him, pulled down his
banks, and forced up his poles, and carried away the
wood, or set it on a heap and burnt it; and this they
did several times, till he was obliged to desist; after
some time he began again, offering to treat with the
people, and to give them any equivalent for it; but
that not being satisfactory, they mobbed him again.
How they accommodated it at last, I know not; but I see
that Mr. Gore (Guy's successor in the property) has a
park, and a very good one but not large: I mention this
as an instance of the popular claim in England; which we
call right of commonage, which the poor take to be as
much their property, as a rich man's land is his own."1
3uy was a prominent Whig, and had entertained
^Villiam of Orange at Tring. Most unfortunately for
:he wretched people concerned the enclosures were
:oincident with the decay not only of domestic spinning,
3Ut also of the other industries which had been carried
del in the villages from time immemorial, for with the
growth of the big estate came the practice of having
•arming implements, harness, and household utensils
Doth made and mended in the towns rather than by
.ocal labour. In this way the peasantry, deprived at the
jame time of their ancient rights of commonage and of
the possibility of adding to their incomes by carrying on
>ome industry at home, became entirely dependent on
1 A 'Tour Through England and Wales.
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